The Mosaic Community
Teaching Guides

About the Book
Set in the town of Takoma Park, Maryland,
The Mosaic Community is a heartwarming
story of diversity and integration. Invited to
contribute to a community mosaic for their
town, six culturally diverse children share
their personal stories and offer hopes and
dreams to their new community through the
creative process of making clay mosaic tiles.
Beautifully decorated with photographs and
rich colors, Rachna Rikhye’s book brings young
immigrant voices to life in this story about art,
inspiration, and the meaning of belonging.
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How This Book Can
Be Used
This book is a valuable
resource for educators
of English Language
Learners, for Art and
Reading/Language Arts
teachers, and for schools that practice themebased cross-curricular collaboration. It is also a
culturally rich resource for educators and future
educators to deepen their understanding of
the funds of knowledge diverse students bring
to the educational process. In the community
or whole school setting, the book can be used
as a springboard to launch an art project or
to build bridges between ethnically diverse
groups. Moreover, The Mosaic Community is a
fun read for kids who just want to explore the
worlds of other kids at home and abroad.

The following teaching guides have been
provided.
1. Grades 3-6 Classroom Guide
2. Grade 3-6 Intermediate/Advanced English
Language Learners Guide
3. Educator/Future Educator Reflection Guide
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The MOSAIC Community
Reflection Questions for Educators
or Future Educators

English Language Learners (ELLs) are the
fastest growing segment of the public school
population. They come from a rich variety of
cultural, linguistic, and ethnic backgrounds and
have multiple ways of thinking, learning, and
expression. Students from different cultures all
bring valuable funds of knowledge that can be
tapped into and celebrated through a variety of
access points in the curriculum. This process
enlivens and enriches the educational lives of both
students and teachers. The Mosaic Community
touches on one such process, where Art, Reading/
Language Arts, Social Studies, and English
Language Development were all brought into
play to create an intersection between school,
home, and community. Learning and teaching
became meaningful, collaborative, and fun!

Reflection Questions
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1. Summarize the process that the children
went through in creating the final product.
What are the steps of making a cross-cultural
mosaic with your students?
2. How many cultures were described in the
book? How many cultures are represented in
your classroom or peer group? What are the
points of divergence and intersection
between the cultures?
3. The students in the book brought in objects
to represent their home cultures. What
object would you bring in to represent your
personal story or culture?
1

4. What challenges do children from other
cultures face coming to school in the US?
What challenges do their families face in
navigating the educational system?
5. How could you provide multiple ways of
learning, expression and representation in
your instructional plans to make sure that the
English Language Learners in your classroom
are actively engaged in the learning process?
6. What are some ways you could make your
classroom and school building a warm and
welcoming environment for your students
and families from diverse cultures?
7. Collaborative activities, such as the one
described in the book, give the students
a stronger understanding of community.
How could you make your students feel like
they’re a part of your school or classroom
community?
8. The students in the book benefited from
using art to express themselves. What are
some ways you could incorporate art and
technology into your curriculum to make
learning accessible for diverse learners?
9. The students in the story share their hopes
and dreams. What are your students’ hopes
and dreams? What are yours?
10. Pick one attached poetry template to create
a model poem to share with your students or
peers.

The National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition and Language Instruction Educational Programs (NCELA), 2007,
www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/fastfaq/4.html
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The Mosaic Community Reflection Questions for Educators or Future Educators

Introduction

1

I Am Poem Template
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II am___________________________________________________________________________________
(A simile or metaphor)

I wonder________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you think about)

I hear__________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you hear in your imagination)

I see____________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you see in your imagination)
(Something you want to do or have)

I am____________________________________________________________________________________
(The first line of the poem repeated)

I pretend_ ______________________________________________________________________________
(Something you pretend in your imagination)

I feel_ __________________________________________________________________________________
(A simile or metaphor)

I touch_ ________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you touch in your imagination)

I worry_ ________________________________________________________________________________
(Something that bothers you)

I cry____________________________________________________________________________________
(Something that makes you sad)

I am____________________________________________________________________________________
(The first line of the poem repeated)

I understand_ ___________________________________________________________________________
(Something you know is true)

I say____________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you believe in)

I dream_________________________________________________________________________________
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(Something you dream about)

I try____________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you try to do or say)

I hope__________________________________________________________________________________
(Something you hope for)

I am____________________________________________________________________________________
(The first line of the poem repeated)
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The Mosaic Community Teaching Guide Reflection Questions for Educators or Future Educators

I want__________________________________________________________________________________

I Am Alone In My Dreams

3

POEM EXAMPLE
I am alone in my dreams
I wonder when I’m going back to my country
I hear my father speaking
I want to go back to them
I am alone in my dreams
I pretend that my grandmother is here
I feel that my heart is like a broken toy
I touch my father’s hands
I worry about what has happened to this world
I cry because I want to go back to my country
I am alone in my dreams
I understand that maybe I’m not going to be alone
I say, “It doesn’t matter that you are from another country.”
I dream that one day both my parents will be with me
I try my best in school
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I hope that I make new friends
I am alone in my dreams
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I see my brother reading a book

Where I Am From

4

BR AINSTORMING IDE A S

My Country, City, or Town

People and Places in My Neighborhood

Family Members and Family Activities

Places and Things in My House

Cultural Traditions, Holidays, and Meals

Things That are Precious to Me and My Family

Now use descriptive phrases and sentences to create a poem about some of the
things you have listed above. Every other line tells who, what or where you are
from, and the second line describes each person, place, thing, or idea.
Don’t forget to use figurative language!

Educational Resources for the Global Community • www.diversityinternational.org

The Mosaic Community Teaching Guide Reflection Questions for Educators or Future Educators

© 2012 by Emily Rawson and Rachna Rikhye

Directions: List names and descriptions of the following

Where I Am From
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P O E M T E M P L AT E
I am from_______________________________________________________________________________
Where_ ________________________________________________________________________________
From___________________________________________________________________________________

I am from_______________________________________________________________________________
Where_ ________________________________________________________________________________
And____________________________________________________________________________________
Who___________________________________________________________________________________

I am from_______________________________________________________________________________
That_ __________________________________________________________________________________
From___________________________________________________________________________________
Which__________________________________________________________________________________

I am from_______________________________________________________________________________
That_ __________________________________________________________________________________
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From___________________________________________________________________________________
And____________________________________________________________________________________
I am from_______________________________________________________________________________
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Where_ ________________________________________________________________________________

Where I Am From

6

POEM EXAMPLE
I am from Timor Leste in the Pacific Ocean.
Where people are friendly and love to play guitar
From a green island with big rivers full of fish

I am from the quiet library next to my school
Where I go to read as quiet as a mouse.
And the friendly crossing guard at the red stop sign
Who says, “Hello there,” and “Have a nice day!”
I am from my baby sister Heni, and my mom Inacia
Who are proud of me and think I’m the man.
From the book about dragons fiery and beautiful
That I dream of riding when I’m sleeping at night.
I am from white rice and coconuts
Shining brightly like my mother’s smile
From coffee smell in the morning and chicken curry at night
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Which make me feel good and warm inside.
I am from East Timor, the home of my brother,
Who is waiting for me to come back to him.

Educational Resources for the Global Community • www.diversityinternational.org

The Mosaic Community Teaching Guide Reflection Questions for Educators or Future Educators

But watch out! There are crocodiles.

7

Color Poem
T E M P L AT E

__________________ is___________________________________________________________________.
Noun with description

__________________ is the taste of_______________________________________________________.
Color

Noun that tastes like the color with description

__________________ is___________________________________________________________________.
Color

Noun that feels like the color with description

__________________ smells like_ _________________________________________________________.
Color

Noun that smells like the color with description

__________________ is___________________________________________________________________.
Color

Noun that looks like the color with description

__________________ is the sound of_ ____________________________________________________.
Color

Noun that sounds like the color with description

__________________ is___________________________________________________________________.
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Color

Adjective
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Color

Color Poem Example

8

Red is a planet spinning around in space.
Red is the sweet juice of a strawberry in my throat.
Red feels like a warm blanket on a cold winter night.
Red is a valentine as shiny and sparkly as a promise.
Red is the sound of a fire engine shouting, “Watch out! Watch out”
Red is spicy.

© 2012 by Emily Rawson and Rachna Rikhye

Red is love.
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Red smells like anger wanting to fight.

